Connecticut

LOCAL OPTION TAX FREEZE

The Town of East Hampton Town Council passed an ordinance at
their February 10, 2009 meeting that will allow for additional tax relief
for certain elderly homeowners.

Connecticut General Statutes allows individual towns to create their
own program that would “freeze” taxes at the current level by
deferring any increase until such time that the property is sold or the
owner ceases to occupy it as their primary residence.

The tax relief program is totally voluntary and in order to qualify the
homeowner must meet the following criteria:

e Homeowner must be at least 70 years of age by the previous December
31st or is the spouse of a person 70 years of age or older provided such
spouse is domiciled with such person, or 62 years of age or older and the
surviving spouse of a taxpayer who, at the time of the taxpayers death,
had qualified and was entitled to tax relief under this section, provided the
surviving spouse was domiciled with such taxpayer at the time of the
taxpayer’s death.

e Homeowner must have resided in East Hampton for at least 5 years

e Income limits are set by the State of Ct, Office of Policy Management and
are available by February 1%

e Filing period is February 1°' thru May 15" and every two years thereafter

e Alien is placed on the land records for any taxes that are deferred in any
given tax year.

Applications are available in the Assessors’ office and also
online. Applications can be filed in conjunction with the
regular tax relief applications.
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