EHACC Meeting at the Joseph N. Goff House on April 21, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. Shirley Brooks, Mindy Mills Maynard, Betty Sennett, Kevin Gunning, Carol Lane and Melissa Pionzio present. Regrets Phyllis Martin. 
 
Minutes from March meeting approved. 

No public comment

The commission welcomed its new East Hampton High School student representative Ally Brogan, who will be attending our meetings and acting as liaison for the high school. 

2016 Grants
Grant proposals presented by Sandy Doran from the Chatham Historical Society for a display case that would house an exhibit of artifacts on Gov. William O’Neil. Currently an open book shelf is being used. Gov. O’Neil’s wife Nikki has more artifacts they could use if they had more room to display them. The exhibit would need to be prepared in time for the society’s fall festival in October. The cost of the 4x6 glass display case they chose is $495, just under the $500 grant amount.  The case would be a permanent display at the Historical Society. 

Helene Rosenblatt of East Hampton presented for Blackledge Music, a nonprofit chamber music group. She is looking to offer contemporary tonal music concerts in East Hampton. Up until now the group has been playing at venues that are available for free, and Helene has been helping to finance some of the other expenses. Her goal is to find 4-5 small museum or landmark facilities in Connecticut and have a concert organized every year at those facilities including the Goff House Great Hall or the East Hampton Library Community room in East Hampton. The concert would be held the end of the summer or early September. She wants to establish a following by holding the concert at the same venue every year so people come to expect it. During a typical concert, the musicians are introduced and their instruments and music are explained. There is generally a small reception after the concert so people can mingle and talk. The musicians are drawn from all over Connecticut. Commission members suggested the Hope Church as a performance option. 

The third applicant, Epoch Arts, was unable to attend but asked the commission to email any questions they may have. 

The commission voted unanimously to award $500 grants to Blackledge Music Inc. and the Chatham Historical Society. Melissa will alert the applicants and put a notice in the newspaper. For the 2017 grant program, the commission agreed to consider offering three, $300 grants. 

Student Art Awards – Kevin shared the art awards that will be presented to the students. They are crystal like plaques with the students’ name engraved on them. The awards will be presented to the students at the commission’s May 19th meeting at the Sears Park Gazebo or in the pavilion if it rains. Melissa will get in touch with the art teachers and ask her to invite the students, their families, teachers and the superintendent and Mindy will discuss the pavilion use with the Parks and Recreation Director. 

Future Events
Goodspeed Music Director Wade Russo – This year’s show at the Goodspeed Opera House will be Bye Bye Birdie, presented June 24 to Sept. 4 so perhaps we could invite Wade to present a Theater Chat on the show either June 28 or 29. Carol will contact the library to see if the community room is available.  

Open Studio – the date for this year is Saturday, Oct. 22, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Melissa will send out an email blast to artists. Commissioners discussed locations for an art exhibit including Village Center Locations such as the Goff House Great Hall, the East Hampton Congregational Church Hall and Center School. Commissioners discussed if the commission would be required to pay custodial fees at schools since the commission is part of the town.  

Cathy Sirois, the Town Manager’s secretary, has asked the commission to find an alternate space to meet so that the Design Review Board could use the Town Hall on the third Thursday. Commissioners agreed that Joseph N. Goff House Museum is a nice place to meet. Melissa will check with the Goff House board. 

No public comment

The commission currently has two vacancies 

Commissioner’s reports – Chatham Historical Society Tag Sale on June 18, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. $15 donation 860-267-4732, 49 Champion Hill Road. Village Center Strawberry Fest and East Hampton Art Association Art show is June 18. The art association will have Robin Frizzella who will present a program on pastel art April 27 at 7 p.m. at the library community room. Marlborough Art Center is having Seat of Our Pants on April 22. The Goff House concert series has been extended through August. The first half will be the end of June and through July in the village center at the gazebo and then the parks and recreation department will offer four concerts in August at the Sears Park Gazebo. Mindy was on ICRV Radio internet radio with Lori Caldwell talking about local events in East Hampton. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Adjournment at 8:15 p.m.  
