East Hampton Arts & Culture Commission meeting held March 17 at 6:30 p.m. at the Middle Haddam Library. Shirley Brooks, Kevin Gunning, Phyllis Martin, Mindy Mills Maynard, Betty Sennett and Melissa Pionzio present.  Carol Lane absent. 
Call to order
Appoint a moderator – Vice Chair Kevin Gunning 
Approval of Minutes from Feb. 18 meeting 
A.      Podium Players Community Theater report – presentation moved to A. slot to give Val Bozzi time to present a report regarding the EHACC grant of $300 presented to the group last year. Val said the grant money was used for the intergenerational musical theater production of My Son Pinocchio: Geppetto’s Tale. Podium is the only group whose mission is to produce intergenerational theater. It’s open to the public of all ages. Sound and janitor fees are the most expensive costs to put on a production. The production cost about $600 and they made $695. They do ask for an activity fee with discounts for families/hardship considerations. Originally Podium was going to use the grant for East Hampton’s Got Talent, but were unable to get the talent to participate. The group requested the commission permission to use the funds for a production instead. They are now a 501c3 and are working on a fundraising plan. The grant funds were critical, Val said, if they hadn’t been given the money, they may not have been able to put on the play. Podium credited EHACC in their play program, on a table sign with the refreshments and in a thank you letter to the editor in the Rivereast.  They rented microphones for $300 and other equipment. Her husband mentored several high school students to learn how to run sound. Many students have gone on to work in technical theater, Val’s son included. Their next show Drop Dead! is a 10 cast comedy April 29 and 30 and May 6 and 7. Commission members enjoyed Val’s presentation and thanked her for it. 
B.      Grants – reports and applications – EHACC has received grant applications from Blackledge Music Inc. to fund two musical programs in town; Epoch Arts to fund an original student one act play and The Chatham Historical Society to fund a well-lit, closed display case to house an exhibit of Governor William O’Neill artifacts. Commissioners agreed to review the proposals and discuss at the next meeting.  Melissa will invite the applicants to come to the next meeting to present their proposals. The commission will also make a decision next month on who will be selected to receive the grant. 
C.      Web site – Kevin Gunning presented information on the templated site that we can make our own. The company he selected offers the ability to create a site based on what the needs of the group are. The type Kevin selected is like a blog with the ability at add photos and events, it is a hosting and building site which also has support options. Currently it’s a free site with Kevin’s name on it, but he said he would like to get the town to pay for the annual fee and then rename it with the EHACC name and make it live. The site would be viewable on cell phones. 
D.      Added item: East Hampton Public Schools All District Art Show is March 23 – commissioners are needed to volunteer as judges to select artwork from each school to be featured in an exhibit at the town hall in June. Mindy and Phyllis agreed to attend the opening night reception to select work and Carol will be asked. Shirley agreed to judge if Carol can’t do it. 
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Future Events 
a.       Open studio –The date for this year’s event is Saturday, October 22, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. We need to check to see if there will be a Harvest Festival in the Village – check with parks and rec and the congregational church. Mindy will ask the village center group for information. It may be a good idea to hold open studio/exhibit the same day if possible. Commissioners discussed locations for an exhibit if there were enough interest from artists to exhibit. 
b.      Art purchase award (location) – Commissioners suggested the children’s room of the public library, the police station, youth and family services, parks and recreation. Commissioners agreed to ask the youth and family services director if they would be interested. Melissa will call. 
c.       Wade Russo Presentation – Wade has been asked by Sheila Tomlinson, former commissioner, and is awaiting a response. Melissa will follow up and report back next month. 
Financial Report - $2500 budgeted by the town, with a total of $353 spent so far. Upcoming expenses include $1000 for the grant program; $500 for the art purchase award; $55 for the Art Purchase Crystal; $18 for the art purchase plaque; $175 for the student art awards; $156 for the proposed web site fees for a total of $1904. 
Vacancies
a.       Commissioner Kristen Walsh has resigned. We now have two vacancies. Melissa will put a notice on Facebook to see if there is any interest. An email has been sent to the town council to consider appointments and to the town manager’s secretary to be included in the newspaper announcement that there are vacancies on town commissions. 
Commissioners Reports and Events – Chatham Historical Society has an appraisal day on April 2 at the library. A house tour is planned for September and a town-wide tag sale, father’s day weekend in June.  The Goff House is working with the parks and recreation department to extend the gazebo concert series through August with four or five additional concerts at Sears Park. The Goff House is hosting the Top 10 Student recognition program, with a reception and the students’ photos and bios to be hung at the library. Haddam Neck Congregational Church Quilt Show is April 9 and 10. The East Hampton Art Association will host an art demo with Sandra Wakeen who will also present a 2 day workshop on March 31 and April 1. First Friday in the Village Center is April 1. Mindy will attend the next Belltown Garden Club to discuss the possibility of a garden tour/plein art drawing opportunity.  
Public Comments - none
Adjournment 8:32 p.m. 

