[bookmark: _GoBack]East Hampton Arts & Culture Commission August 20 meeting at the Town Hall meeting room. Shirley Brooks, Kristen Walsh, Melissa Pionzio, Carol Lane, Betty Sennett and Mindy Maynard present. 
Call to Order 
Approval of Minutes from June 18, 2015 approved
No public comment
Welcome new member Mindy Maynard, an artist and gardener who has volunteered at the schools in the art room, served on the board at her condo community Edgemere. She believes the arts commission will be a good avenue to promote the arts in town. All commission members introduced themselves and shared their interests and affiliations. 
Financial Report – From our total budget of $2500, the commission has plans to spend $500 on an art purchase awards, $200 on the student art awards and $600 on another grant award opportunity. Possible ideas the commission might financially support include various signs and awards, a studio open house with local artists, a sing along event, a workshop and program support. Carol suggested that arts and culture commission purchase advertisements in local drama programs such as YPCCA, Podium Players and Epoch Arts to support the groups and to get our name out there as a commission. 
Report of Past Events
Old Home Day – Monica Kangley, Carol Lane and Melissa Pionzio manned the arts and culture commission booth at Old Home Day. There were a few visitors to the booth. 
Middle Haddam Reception – Carol reported that it was a very pleasant evening and Betty said the artwork purchased by the commission, a painting of the cemetery on Hog Hill Road, fits the Middle Haddam Library very well. The live music was wonderful and it really brought the community together. Everyone was very upbeat and there was a great turnout.  Kristen mentioned that the library forked out $400 or $500 for the music, so perhaps the commission could give a gift to the library in the future. 
Report of Possible Future Events
Open Studio featuring local artists who open their studios to the public, those who did not want to open their studios/homes could show their work at a location in town, perhaps The Goff House Museum, the library community room, the East Hampton Congregational Church. There was discussion on when would be a good season to do the show – fall or spring. Some commissioners felt fall is a tough time for artists, but a good time for viewers. Spring weather can by challenging. Contacting artists and drawing participants to the event would be our task. We could contact local artists, art groups, church newsletters, Marlborough Art Association, Old Bank and former Higher Grounds, Facebook. There was conversation about whether we had enough time to put it all together in time for a fall show. Val shared her feeling that the show doesn’t have to be a big event right off the bat, it could be a networking opportunity for artists. A potential date is Nov. 8 or in the spring, April 10. Melissa will put together a draft to send to the newspaper, which commission member can review and contribute to. 
Community Audition Workshop – the commission had discussed offering a workshop on auditioning for a show. A representative from the Goodspeed might be able to do a workshop for us. Perhaps in the springtime. Val suggested that we offer it for teens and adults, she feels there are many drama related opportunities for children. Carol will check on the need for insurance. 
Sing along – there was an idea to have a sing along for the public. We would need to have a pianist to lead the event. The idea will be discussed at future meetings. 
Ethics Letter – the ethics commission chair Whitney Fielding sent out an informational letter informing town boards of this board's availability, training opportunity for commissions, revisions to ethical issues if needed. 
Commissions reports, The Chatham Historical Society has a quilt show planned for Sept. 19, 10-4 at the East Hampton Congregational Church. Senior music at the senior center begins Sept. 16 and is open to everyone, it includes the vocal group and the hand chime group. This coming Saturday there is a Sock Hop through the group Feed My Starving Children, at Bethany Covenant Church in Berlin. House Tour in Haddam Neck hosted by the Haddam Historical Society in October, with a luncheon hosted by the Haddam Neck Congregational Ladies Aid Society. Moon Over the Brewery auditions by Podium at Hope Church this weekend – Sunday and Monday. 
No public comment
Meeting adjourned, 7:45 p.m. 



