East Hampton Arts and Cultural Commission Meeting was held Sept. 18, 2014 at the Town Hall. Sheila Tomlinson, Shirley Brooks, Melissa Pionzio, Kevin Gunning and Betty Sennett were present. Regrets, Val Bozzi, Carol Lane and Kristen Walsh. 
1. Meeting called to order at 6:35 p.m.
2. Minutes from Aug. 21, 2014 meeting approved – with a minor adjustment, the arts2go.org through the Middletown Commission on the Arts offers more than just a calendar of events.
3. Public Comment – Lori Caldwell and Todd Schrager owners of Old Bank Flowers Art and Marketplace in the village center. The place has a full art gallery and the first Friday of each month there is a featured artist and art reception with wine, food and music. There are over 20 different artists in the marketplace and various vendors. The next artist is Kristen Walsh on Oct. 3. Some artists sell a lot and some don’t. Todd and Lori said they came to the meeting to promote themselves and to let us know that they are here. Melissa mentioned a discussion at a recent Goff House meeting, to hold a monthly Friday Night in the Village, where local organizations could hold events at the same time – say the first Friday of the month, and businesses could stay open later. Lori and Todd said they would e-mail us their events. 
4. 2014-2015 financial update
a. Mini grants –Kevin Gunning sent each commissioner a sample form for applicants to our potential grant program to fill out which explains what they want to do and how it would benefit the town. This sample form is based on the ideas shared by Steve Allison from the Middletown Arts Commission at the commission’s August meeting. EHACC would have to advertise the grant program, post it on our Facebook page and perhaps connect with individuals in the community who are connected with the arts and cultural groups and individuals in the town to help get the word out. Commissioners discussed whether the grants should be offered to individuals or groups outside of town and agreed that initially we should focus on people and groups within the town, and then depending on how it goes, offer it on a larger scope. Our budget from the town for this year is $1950, some of which could be used toward the grants. The grants would perhaps assist a group or individual with something they want to do, to add to the amount they need overall. Two grants at $300 were suggested. Shirley made a motion to offer two grants at $300. The motion was seconded and approved.  Guidelines are needed to help people who apply know what is required.  Applicants should be an East Hampton resident. In the bigger picture members will need to review some of the literature that Steve Allison mentioned on the Middletown web site to get some guideline. Melissa offered to review the literature. 
b. Software – Sue Berescik from the library could not attend the EHACC meeting. The software she is currently using can include a video that highlights events in town and be posted on the library web site, Facebook page. She would like to partner with EHACC to compile events and perhaps have the videos posted on our Facebook page. The commission also has plans to buy ad space in the Rivereast News to highlight events coming up in town, perhaps for holiday events this year. This used to be done by the town’s Economic Development Commission. Sue also mentioned that there is an easier, more attractive calendar that we could use to replace what we are using currently.  She also offered to submit events from town to the State of Ct events listing. 
c. Embosser -  Kevin Gunning discussed the possibility of purchasing an embosser for seals or paper or gold foil to adhere to certificates. Cost varies. Standard embossers are less expensive and there are those that enable you to design your own design. Some come with foil. The type Kevin was looking at cost about $100. Sheila said she has used a hand embosser that costs less than $100. Kevin said he was told that some of the lower models won’t do heavier stock paper. The commissioners decided to table the purchase until Carol Lane came back from her vacation. Sheila suggested that we use the bell and ship logo that the town uses, but include the arts & cultural commission name in it too. Kevin said he could provide design choices. 
d. Members discussed how this year’s budget money might be spent. So far, $600 will go toward two mini grants, $50 toward piano tuning for the library, perhaps an embosser. 
5. Meet and Greet – last year the meet and greet was held at the Middle Haddam Library on Oct. 18 and was attended by local arts and cultural groups and clubs. Melissa offered the Goff House Museum as an optional site to host the meet and greet. Commissioners agreed we should check to see if there are conflicting events in town.  Oct. 16 is our regular meeting night. We could have a quick meeting beforehand at 6 p.m. and then the meet and greet at 6:30 p.m. at the Middle Haddam Library. Everyone can bring a food item to share and Melissa will donate wine again. Commissioners agreed to hold a spring meet and greet at the Goff House. 
a. Set a date: Oct. 16, 6:30 to 8 p.m. at the Middle Haddam Library. 
b. Publicity and Invitation – send emails to arts and cultural groups and individuals, teacher etc., fliers around town, announcement in the newspapers, post event on the Facebook page. Post at the libraries, businesses in the village and around town, post office, Epoch Arts. Ask people to bring ideas and suggestions and questions for the commission. We could pass out surveys again too. We will ask Cathy Sirois if we can suggest donations to arts and culture commission. Sheila will ask. Kevin will create a flier.
6. Commissioners’ reports and events announcements – Chatham Historical Society will hold a walk on the Salmon River for the old CCC camps and Comstock Bridge on Oct 5; Witch Hazel Festival on Oct, 19 at the historical society grounds and house tour on Sept. 27 starting at St. Clements Castle at 9 a.m. followed by tours of various houses in town at 10:30 a.m. The Goff House Museum will participate in the fall festival in the village center on Oct. 4 and have the parks and recreation department do a pumpkin related activity on the side lawn, provide hot cider and fall related coloring posters for children. The Goff House is holding a game night on Oct. 24 at the museum space from 7 to 9 p.m. for children in grades 4 through 6. East Hampton Art Association meeting on Sept. 24 features a watercolor artist who will be doing a demo, held at the library. Goodspeed has moved their costumes to their new facility on Mount Parnasis Road, Haddam, at a climate controlled warehouse. On Oct. 28, 1 p.m., there will be a tour of the facility. Email Sheila if interested. Shirley submitted to the commission a packet offered through the Middlesex Foundation of Middlesex County regarding grants from a community meeting hosted by the foundation that she attended over the summer. Melissa mentioned an upcoming Rising Tide Series offered by the Southeastern Connecticut Cultural Coalition on Grants to be held Oct. 7 at the Charter Oak Federal Credit Union in Waterford.  Kevin reminded us to write down the hours we donate to the commission as a way to let the town know how much of our own time we put into the commission. 
Public Comment 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Todd Shrager and Lori Caldwell and the commissioners talked about hiring a strolling carolers group for the Jingle Bell Parade in the village center in December. During a past event the town’s EDC paid for them to perform. Melissa asked if the Friends of the Village group were aware of the idea and Todd and Lori said it just came up tonight. Melissa will ask the village group if they want to ask the EDC to pay for the carolers and to find out if the EDC is involved in the Jingle Bell Parade. 
Betty brought up the fact that the artwork that the commission purchased has not been hung yet. A custodian is required to hang the artwork. Melissa will check with Cathy Sirois. 
Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
