Town of East Hampton
Arts & Cultural Commission
Meeting Minutes: July 17, 2014
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East Hampton Arts & Cultural Commission meeting July 17, 6:30 p.m. at the Town Hall. 
Val Bozzi, Kevin Gunning, Sheila Tomlinson, Carol Lane, Melissa Pionzio and Shirley Brooks were present. Regrets, Kristen Walsh and Betty Sennett. 
Call to order
Meeting minutes from June 18 approved with a minor change, to identify the full name of the Fiddler on the Roof for the upcoming Theater Chat program.
No public comment
Old Business
a.	Wade Russo Presentation, planned for Tuesday, July 22 at the East Hampton Library Community Room at 7 p.m. Members agreed that a gift certificate to the Gelston House would be a nice gesture to thank him for presenting the Theater Chat program again this year. Sheila said she would bring a biography sheet on F. Wade Russo to the town hall to be printed up for distribution at the July 22 Fiddler on the Roof Theater Chat program and some sing along song sheets. There will be two easels and a podium available. Commission members will need to be there early to help set up, around 6:15 p.m.  No food will be served. Melissa will bring the photo board and the sign in book. 
b.	Old Home Day Review. Carol and Monica sat at the booth all day. Carol said people were more interested in eating. It was hot and there were a few people who stopped by to say hi, but not a big response from people asking for information about the commission. We should have a hammer or mallet to put up the tent, commissioners agreed. 
Financial Update 
a.	Last Year’s Budget – the commission spent $887 out of the $1462 that was budgeted by the town. This year we have been budgeted $1950 from the town. 
b.	Plans for the Upcoming Year. We will hold a meet and greet again in the fall at the Middle Haddam Library; give Wade Russo a $50 gift certificate and perhaps purchase another piece of art; donate funds toward tuning the library piano. Members discussed providing a grant, particularly if an entity in town is working on an improvement to their facility or we could support a program, artist in residence, etc. We could follow what is already in place in town or surrounding towns, for grant giving in terms of guidance.  We will also present student artists with plaques for their work featured in the spring all district show. Members discussed whether we should pay performers or host a program, but several felt that was not our role as a commission to plan or pay for events. Members suggested a holiday program such as carol singers; a networking program specifically for artists with some sort of money attached such as a request for proposals for programs or initiatives, which would draw in participants. Carol suggested that we put a paid ad in the Rivereast to highlight events that are coming up in town and include our meeting announcement. Members agreed to come up with lists of ideas for the next meeting. Members agreed that offering a grant opportunity in the winter might be a good time. We have to determine the parameters of the RFP, call around to other towns to find out what their process is, advertise it well and host an event to launch it.  The commission chairs will find out from the town if giving a gift to Wade Russo is allowed.
c.	Val suggested that we invite Steve Allen from the Commission on the Arts in Middletown to come speak to us about coordinating such an initiative. She will get back to us regarding his availability. 
d.	Members voted unanimously to give a stipend to the Friends of the East Hampton Library for piano tuning.

Commissioners Reports & Events Announcements 
Chatham Historical Society will host another talk/walk at a local dairy farm on Flanders Road in August and a fall festival on Oct. 19 from noon to 4 p. m. with a witch hazel component and also a permanent witch hazel display at the museum on the process of producing the product. 
No public comment. 
Meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 

