[bookmark: _GoBack]East Hampton Arts & Culture Commission meeting was held on April 17 at the Middle Haddam Library. Sheila Tomlinson, Shirley Brooks, Kevin Gunning, Betty Sennett, Val Bozzi and Melissa Pionzio were present. 

Minutes from March 10 approved with minor grammatical changes. 

No public comment

Old Business
a. Presentation by Wade Russo - Sheila assured us that Wade will do the program for us in June. When she hears from him, then we can check with the library to make sure the community room is available. 

b. Update on Goodspeed Musicals Education Presentations - members agreed at the last meeting that this is not something the commission should be doing because it could open the door to being asked to pay for other programming. Perhaps we can revisit the idea again for the next school year. 

c. Student Art Award Presentations - the awards will be presented at Sears Park during our May meeting with the parks and recreation department.  The art teachers in the schools have commented on the award we were planning on presenting and didn't approve of the "best art" designation. Members agreed the award should say Spring Art Show Award beneath the student's name instead of Best Art. Sheila asked who could pick up the artwork from the high school. Members agreed we should have a back up location in case it rains. Melissa will check with Ruth as to whether we can use the club house as a back up place. The award presentation will be held at the start of the meeting. Melissa will pick up the artwork and let Mrs. Lupaccino where the meeting will be held. The artwork has borders on them. Betty said she could use double faced tape to hang them. Photos will be taken of the students and sent to the Val suggested that we include other mediums, music, drama, in the future and offer some sort of designation. Perhaps we could give a scholarship to a student who is pursuing arts in college. We will ask the town what is allowed. 

d. Update on New Commission Members - our new commissioner is Kristen Walsh. She was unable to attend this meeting, but will be at the May meeting. Perhaps she can come to Monica's party on Saturday. 

e. Monica's Recognition - A majority of the members are able to attend a thank you party for Monica at Sheila's home on Saturday. 

New Business
a. Southeastern Connecticut Cultural Coalition now has a Designated Regional Service Organization (DRSO) of the CT Office of the Arts. The Southeastern Connecticut Cultural Coalition will support the state's creative economy and provide cultural leadership in the region, and arts, cultural, historic and creative business representatives are invited to visit the Coalition website www.CultureSECT.org, to learn more about becoming 
a Partner. The goals of the group are to CONNECT arts, heritage, cultural, business and community activities to build on respective strengths, and create successful partnerships, COLLABORATE with arts, heritage, cultural, business and community activities to encourage and facilitate innovative solutions and opportunities; and COMMUNICATE with patrons, organizers, residents and tourists to promote opportunities and convey the sector's impact.    Melissa will re email the information about the group again and post it on the commission's Facebook page again. 

Other 
The Community Foundation of Middlesex County will be holding and informational session regarding its mission to improve the quality of life for the people in our county now and in the future.  CFMC does so by developing endowments, making grants that have impact and assisting donors in meeting their objectives. The event will be held at the East Hampton Library on April 22. Shirley said she would attend. 

Public Comment - no public comment. 

Events
May 4, Informational walk about Camp Wopowog at the former camp grounds at the end of Wopowog off of Route 196 hosted by the Chatham Historical Society. 

Podium Players is planning an East Hampton's Got Talent Show on June 6. People will be able to audition through You Tube and send videos to Podium. 
There will be monetary prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place. There will be three judges and audience judges, who can vote on their phones via text. 

On April 23, Robin Friscilla from Manchester, New Hampshire will give a presentation on pastel art for the EH Art Association. 
 
Adjournment at 7:40 p.m. 
 
 

