East Hampton Arts and Culture Commission Meeting Jan. 16 at 6:30 p.m. at the Town Hall meeting room. 

Kevin Gunning, Shirley Brooks, Melissa Pionzio, Carol Lane, Monica Kangley, Sheila Tomlinson-Earl, Alan Hurst, Elizabeth Sennett and Valerie Bozzi were present. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes from November 21 approved. 

No public comment. 

Old Business
A. Commissioner’s Terms - item added by Monica. Both Sheila and Monica's terms ended in December. Sheila handed in her paperwork with the town to serve again and Monica has decided to step down. Members expressed dismay but support her decision. Kristen Walsh who does offers musical and art programming at the senior center, has shown an interest in becoming a commission member. She has submitted an application to the town.

B. Results of cultural assessment survey - commission members said feedback was positive and the survey gave people an idea of what we as a commission are doing. The next step is to tweak the survey to distribute to the general public. Commissioners suggested that the surveys be available at the library, the town hall, the town web site and distributed by members who belong to various groups. Monica will run off some copies for members to distribute. Can the survey go out to the general public as is? Perhaps asking for a liaison would not be appropriate.  Melissa will add language that will suggest a liaison if applicable and then re email the survey to commissioners to distribute to their individual groups.

C. Monica's Report on Meeting With Town Manager regarding proposed art contest for East Hampton youth, which would hang in his office and the town hall.  Monica suggested that a display in the town hall corridor and in the art gallery might be more visible. The East Hampton Art Association has agreed to give up the gallery space for a month to accommodate the contest winners. Melissa who is on the Goff House board, suggested that some of the artwork be exhibited in the Goff House Museum space during Old Home Day. The town manager suggested that certificates could be provided by the town. Fliers could be distributed, the application could be posted on the town web site and available at the town hall and the library and in the Rivereast. The suggested theme is What Do You Like in East Hampton? Selected artwork could be from each school rather than by grade.  Applications could be distributed in April before spring vacation with a deadline of May. An article for the paper and application needs to be compiled by the commission's next meeting, approved by the town manager and put on his letter head? Old Home Day committee should be contacted to learn about their art contest. Alan suggested that the winner be announced at the East Hampton Art Association's June meeting and then displayed in July. Commissioners discussed whether this type of idea falls within our mission, which is to be assistive and supportive to different arts and culture groups in town. Members suggested that we help write the letter/flier and submit it to the town manager for approval. He could then submit it to the newspaper, and perhaps accept the art submissions at the town hall. When and where the work would be displayed would be determined by the town manager. Members suggested that the town manager discuss the idea with the Old Home Committee, which also holds an art contest. Betty said she would stop in and take a look at the town manager's wall in his office to determine what would need to be done to have artwork displayed there and then perhaps discuss it with the art association for possible loans of their work. The commission identified that an application, publicity, a location to drop off the work and judges are needed for the contest. Another suggestion was a photographs contest. Members also suggested that the contest be tied in with the school district's annual art show. Art teachers could select pieces from the annual spring art show to be hung in the town manager's office and at the town hall. Betty will discuss the idea with town manager and report back to the commission next month. 

D. Rotary Club Presentation - during the group's Jan. 29 meeting, Melissa and Val will share with the East Hampton Rotary what the commission does, share information about our Facebook page, online calendar, new rack cards and survey initiative. Surveys could be distributed during the meeting. We may be coming back to the Rotary Club with requests for seed money for a project or initiative being offered by an arts and culture organization in town. The commission could also use some of its own funds for a purchase award of some type to the town such as a piece of artwork for the town hall or other public space. We need to use our funds by July. 

E. Carol and Alan's Report on Meeting with School Superintendent regarding costs for use of high school performance space by local groups. The superintendent understands the situation and said she was going to look into the matter. Members agreed to revisit the idea if there wasn't any response forthcoming. 

F. Bill for wine provided at the meet and greet. Bill rejected by the town because it's alcohol. 

New Business
A. Nominating Committee for Election of officers. Sheila will serve again. Alan took Rachel Mansfield's place so his term is up and he may have to re-apply. The commission has a spot open with Monica's resignation. Town manager's assistant Cathy Sirois is aware and has alerted the town council. We will check with Cathy to determine the status of each commissioner's term. The matter was tabled until the next meeting at which time a temporary chair will be nominated. Monica agreed to return for one last meeting.  

B. Members discussed paying someone to take minutes during our meetings. Currently Melissa takes the minutes. Someone would have to be hired to do the minutes because paying a commissioner is unethical. Melissa said she is fine doing the minutes during the meetings, but if it becomes too much, she will let the commission know. 

C. Melissa reported on the Goff House, which is now being leased and managed to a management company, except for the museum space which will be overseen by the Goff House Board. 

Events: The East Hampton Art Association will share member's art on Jan. 22 during its regular meeting. Betty is also working on putting pictures into albums that chronicle the association’s progress since it first began. 

The Friends of the East Hampton Village Center is planning an Easter Hunt in the village. A planning meeting will be held at the Crafty Cupcakes place next week. Middle Haddam Library does a hunt too. 

No public comment. 

Meeting adjourned. 
 

