East Hampton Arts and Culture Commission
November 21, 2013 meeting was held at the Middle Haddam Library at 6:30 p.m. All members were present except Shirley Brooks who
is in the hospital. 

Melissa Pionzio and Carol Lane suggested that the meeting be a short one so members can attend the high school music department fall concert if they wish. 

Minutes from the Sept. 19 and Oct. 10 meetings were reviewed and approved. 

Old Business
A. Review of the Oct. 18 meet and greet: The event was a great success. Melissa ran off copies of the survey that was distributed at the event so commission members can review the responses and perhaps tweak the survey to distribute to the public in the future. This might be done via email, Facebook, on the town web site and through various group contacts. Sheila Tomlinson said she has received many compliments about the event and apologies from people who couldn't come. The circle discussion was a good format, and attendees seemed nice and relaxed. People shared about their groups and events. Carol suggested that we do this type of event annually. Sheila suggested a different day other than Friday night. 

B. Cultural Assessment Survey. Results of the survey will be reviewed and discussed in January at the next meeting (no meeting in December).   Melissa recorded all the emails people provided on the surveys and added them to the commissions email contact list. 

C. Rack cards. Monica Kangley has a box of the cards in her car, which Melissa agreed to store at her business, so they are easy for members to acquire and distribute. Kevin Gunning who created the cards was paid by the town - $136.14 for the printing fees. The cards seem to be a success, people have responded favorably members said. Melissa will remember to turn in her bill for the wine provided for the meet and greet. 

New Business 
A. 2014 Meetings will be held every third Thursday. The first meeting of the year is Jan. 16. Location will be a month by month thing, in terms of being able to use the town hall. Dates approved by members. 

B. December meeting. Last year we did not meet in December because is generally so busy for everyone and so close to Christmas. Also, there are meetings at the town hall and the library the night we usually meet. Commission members agreed not to meet in December. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]C. Town Manager's request. Last Thursday, the town manager was at the senior center for the commission on aging meeting. Monica was there and the town manager came out and shared his idea for the arts and culture commission. He said he has a large blank wall in his office that would look good with local art. He suggested that we hold a contest and invite local youth to create art about their favorite thing about East Hampton. He hinted that there may be potential monetary prize money. Commission members discussed whether there should adult artists be included. Kid art would create a lot of buzz in town. Betty Sennett suggested that the exhibit be displayed where the public can see it. She said there is a big piece of art near the front door of the town hall that could be put in the town manager's office and the display could go in its place.  There could be a lot of art generated so perhaps the artwork could be in the town manager's office and the town hallway. The East Hampton Art Association could give up a month's use of the hallway gallery for student art. Commission members liked the idea of public visibility. What age should be included and the size of the artwork was discussed and agreed that it should be no larger than 16x20. Members agreed to put this item on our January agenda and discuss further.  The work can also be displayed at Old Home Day. This could beef up the Old Home Day call for art too. 

D. Rotary Club Speaker request. Alan Hurst said the East Hampton Rotary Club has requested that a member of the commission come and speak at an upcoming meeting either January 8 or 29 at 6:30 p.m. at Angelico's Lake House. It's a dinner meeting and around 7:30 p.m. the speaker gets 20 minutes to talk.  The idea is to share what the commission does, share info about our Facebook page, rack cards, calendar, events etc. Melissa was volunteered to go, and she agreed and asked for a partner to attend with her. Alan said perhaps the Rotary could provide certificates for the art contest. The 29th was agreed upon. We can bring our info board and brochures. Carol suggested we purchase a gold seal maker to emboss the certificates. 

Commissioners reports 
Val Bozzi, who is involved with Podium Players said she feels as though an affordable venue is a challenge in town and perhaps this is something the arts and culture commission could address. Since public use of school venues are a superintendent issue, perhaps the board of ed could be approached to negotiate affordable fees for use by non-profit groups. Carol and Alan suggested the building and grounds department and the superintendent be visited regarding this matter. The issue will be addressed again at our January meeting. 

Jingle Bell Parade the first Saturday in December in the village center. Melissa will post something on Facebook. Breakfast with Santa in the morning that same day and in the afternoon the garden club and Village Lions will hold their silent auction at the library. Dec. 8 the Middle Haddam Library hosts a holiday party 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. The East Hampton Art Association will host water color artist Bevenne Staiger from Middletown on Dec. 4 at the East Hampton Library  Betty was asked to be in the Glastonbury Holiday show on Dec. 7 and 8 at the Hilton - a great honor. 
 
Meeting adjourned.
 
