[bookmark: _GoBack]Arts Commission Notes, Aug. 15, 2013 at the Town Hall. 

New member Alan Hurst and Sheila Tomlinson, Carol Lane, Shirley Brooks, Elizabeth Sennett, Monica Kangley, Melissa Pionzio, Kevin Gunning and Val Bozzi were present. 

Minutes from the July meeting were approved. 

Steven Kelly, our former high school liaison, provided public comment. He's been busy with Big E stuff and is a member of the state's Still Revolutionary initiative. He met with Gov. Malloy and Nancy Weiman. His family business' Pumpkintown will be represented at the Big E with pumpkins everywhere. YPCCA had a great show for Chicago, and attendance to shows is up. The group was contacted with a web site where you can put out your attendance record each night and share it with other groups. He will email Melissa information about the program. He thanked the commission for the booth at Old Home Day. He said we can feel free to use the space again next year.  He said there will be a Pumpkintown Tourism Day at Paul and Sandy's on Columbus Day, during which the state will come and set up a table. For the first 100 kids that arrive for the rides, the Center of CT will give Paul and Sandys coloring book bags with crayons, coupons and brochures. Local businesses who participate will get free advertisement. It's exciting because it’s the first time Center of Ct has done
anything in our town.
 
Monica added the proposed wine and cheese meet and greet under E. for Old Business

A. Invoices - Cathy Sirois said we make a copy of our invoices/bills and take it to Jeannie in the town's finance department. It takes about a month to get paid/reimbursed. So if a member has a bill, it should be given to Monica who signs off on it and then gives it to finance. Our first big purchase was a tent to use during our meet and greets. 

The next will be our rack cards. 

B. Kevin Gunning discussed the commission rack cards. He received many photo submissions. There isn't really a lot of room for everything. He said he will not charge us for his design work and will order the printing and then submit the invoice for reimbursement.  Steven Kelly said Dell printing on Route 17 in Portland gave him a great deal for the rack cards he is creating for Pumpkintown. They come shrink wrap protected. Betty Sennett said Dell does the brochures for East Hampton Art Association. Kevin said he would check with Dell for pricing. Members complimented Kevin on his nice work.  Dell's number is 860-342-2959

C. Town Manager's Letter 
Monica talked with town manager secretary Cathy Sirois about meeting with the town manager. Cathy said if we showed her our letter, she could schedule for him to attend our September meeting and talk with us if he can make it. If not, perhaps we could meet with him and discuss what we would like to do. There are three drafts to review from Sheila, Monica and Melissa. Monica said she'd show Cathy the letter we were going to submit to him. Shirley said she thought we should have a letter to make it official. Members agreed on Monica's version, liked its informality. The idea is to let people know what is here and get them enthused. Kevin said he wants to be sure Mike reads it and Monica's letter gets right to the point. A motion to use Monica's letter was seconded and unanimously approved. Monica will give Cathy a copy of the letter. 

D. Musical event with Wade Russo from the Goodspeed planned for Thursday, Sept. 10 at the library at 7 p.m. Shirley made copies on two different styles of paper and has posted them in Middle Haddam. Other members will post them elsewhere in town. Melissa had a message on her answering machine from a couple who wanted to make a reservation! Shirley saw Wade at Hello Dolly and he is very excited to come. Reservations will not be needed to attend the event. Monica asked Carole to get the trifold and the stand to the community room. We have the room from 7 p-9 p.m. but we have to be there early to set up chairs. Wade will bring the sing along sheets. Bring staplers if you have them. No food. Monica will be in Spain during the event. We can also put out our business cards with the tri fold board on a table. The chairs must be put away. Shirley will introduce Wade. Melissa will send a copy of the flier to Cathy Sirois along with an invitation and ask her to invite people in town again and ask them to forward to their friends. Melissa will send a copy of the flier to all the people who have provided us with their email information.
E. East Hampton Arts & Cultural Commission meet and greet with refreshments at the Middle Haddam Library in October. Monica called Janet at the Middle Haddam Library but she is so busy she hasn't gotten back although she sounded thrilled about the idea and looked forward to having people come to the library. This would be a kick off to our cultural assessment initiative. Monica said she would stop by the library and talk to Janet to see what is available, we are hoping for some time in October. Representatives from each different arts and culture and civic groups will be invited to attend. Members are asked to email Melissa with ideas for who to invite. Members said they would be willing to make an appetizer to share. Monica will have potential dates at the next meeting. Members offered ideas on different groups. Local associations for condos, neighborhoods, senior housing etc. A draft of the invitation will be ready by the next meeting. We could try to have a sample survey available to discuss at the meet and greet. Seeing something in writing is beneficial. The survey could include examples of activities that already occur and different organizations. Members agreed we could work on a short sample survey at our next meeting in September. At the meet and greet we could have a separate sheet to invite people to submit events to the calendar. 

No New business

Commissioner's reports - Friends of the Village will be having a fall harvest festival in October. Alan Hurst suggested a quarterly calendar. Shirley said the Yuletide singers are coming back to sing for the library in December. 

Events: 
Chatham Historical Society Quilt Show Sept. 21, The East Hampton art association will have an oil painting artist Jacqueline White from Glastonbury, Sept. 25 at the library at 7 p.m. and Elizabeth Sennett will give a demo in oils on Aug. 24 at Maple and Main Gallery in Chester at 1 to 2:30 p.m. Fall festival in the village in October. Costume tour on Sept. 9 at the Goodspeed 1 p.m. 
                                                                                                           
