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Some Connecticut towns are banning gas-powered leaf blowers. Will more 
join in? 

• New Haven Register. "As Connecticut property maintenance companies dig in against 
any municipal restrictions on the use of gas-powered leaf blowers, in neighboring New 
York a far larger number of communities have enacted such rules forcing the industry 
to make the adjustment for stretches of the year. Connecticut has seen a handful of 
communities taking action against the noisy and often environmentally-unfriendly 
equipment. In January, Greenwich adopted a new ordinance to ban the use of 
internal-combustion leaf blowers during the summer months...Norwalk will require 
landscapers to shelve gas-powered leaf blowers eight months of the year...Ridgefield 
elected not to proceed, however, after a backlash from some in town...The California 
Air Resources Board estimates that running a gas-powered leaf blower for an hour 
produces pollution equal to a car that is driven from Los Angeles to Denver, which at 
just over 1,000 miles is the rough equivalent of the distance from Hartford to 
Jacksonville, Fla."  

 
Opinion: CT must renew clean energy commitments — at the local level and 
beyond 

• CT Mirror. "Connecticut was once a strong voice and leader in the effort to contain 
climate change through forward-thinking policies. Further, officials urged the state’s 
169 towns and cities to do their part, empowering local community efforts through 
funding for education and outreach to create and support local clean energy task 
forces and commissions...The task forces and commissions have done impressive 
work around the state in the last two dozen years and there remain 74 towns and 
cities with active energy groups eager to do more. The need is larger and the 
resources smaller. They need help so they can help their local businesses, 
institutions, and residents...The local task forces and commissions know best how to 
reach business owners, institutions, and residents to help them understand how to 
take advantage of the new federal rebates and tax credits..."  

 
OP-ED | Environmental Justice 

• CT News Junkie. "Power plants, highways, and other pollution sources in Connecticut 
disproportionately impact the health of Black and brown communities and low-income 
communities in our state. Here in Hartford, polluting energy facilities and two highways 
are key drivers of air pollution that make people sick...This truth makes it all the more 
important that the State of Connecticut seize an unmissable opportunity to rectify the 
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historic harm caused by one of our city’s highest polluting sources, the Capitol Area 
System...For the Hartford community, exposure to pollution from the Capitol Area 
System and other fossil fuel combustion, has been a long term environmental injustice 
that must be healed...Hartford residents deserve a 100% clean and renewable Capitol 
Area System and job opportunities in the green economy, and we’re counting on 
Governor Lamont to ensure that it happens."  

 
Turning Food Waste Into Renewable Energy And More 

• CT News Junkie. “What you see here is sort of like an integrated system where cows 
eat their food, they poop. We take their poop, and we take everybody’s waste from 
within 25 to 30 to 40 miles around here...We blend it together. We produce methane, 
the gas side, and that methane produces energy. And the liquid side, we then apply it 
onto the land because we are still capturing all that nitrogen, potassium and 
phosphorus."...the energy production side to the process is the extra benefit...which 
makes money for the farm but also provides consistent energy to the local grid...[But] 
they need help from the state of Connecticut. They are hoping that residential and 
commercial food waste will be sent to these types of projects and others, instead of 
out of state, so that the state’s waste can work for us instead of against us."  

 
Opinion: Countering the influence of fossil fuel interests in clean energy 
transition 

• Hartford Business Journal. "In his recent op-ed, Mike Giaimo, the regional director for 
the Northeast at the American Petroleum Institute,...argues in favor of including 
natural gas and oil in the state’s energy mix. While Giaimo makes valid points about 
the complexity of energy infrastructure and supply...he overlooks a crucial aspect: the 
influence of fossil fuel interests in obstructing the transition to clean energy. Recent 
revelations show how certain fossil fuel companies use deceptive tactics to undermine 
clean energy initiatives. In Connecticut and across New England, well-funded 
campaigns backed by fossil fuel giants have sought to impede the progress of clean 
energy projects. These efforts often involve spreading misinformation, sowing doubt 
and mobilizing opposition to delay or halt renewable energy developments...Therefore, 
Connecticut must remain vigilant against the undue influence of fossil fuel entities in 
shaping energy policy and project approvals."  

 
Solar panels installed on 2 Groton schools 

• WTNH. "Solar panels recently installed on the roof of Groton Middle School and 
Mystic River Magnet School are expected to save Groton Public Schools $40,000 a 
year, according to the Connecticut Green Bank...“Groton Middle School and Mystic 
River Magnet School were designed and built with infrastructure in place to support a 
plan to install Solar PV systems in the future...Working with the Green Bank over the 
last four years through their Solar Municipal Assistance Program and their partners, 
CSW Energy and Verogy, the district was able to execute that plan.”...Plans are in the 
works to add solar panels to other schools. The Connecticut Green Bank 
provided financing for the project so that the school did not have upfront installation or 
maintenance costs."  

 
Local Officials Cheer as South Fork Wind Begins Churning Out Electricity 
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• CT Examiner. "[Rep] Anthony Nolan caught sight of a turbine at South Fork wind farm 
for the first time, and smiling like a kid at a science fair, pointed out the ferry 
window...With a maximum generating capacity of 132 megawatts, South Fork is the 
only commercial-scale offshore wind farm operating in the United States, producing 
about 6% of the electricity currently generated by Connecticut’s only operating nuclear 
power plant, Millstone...For Ørsted, the photo opportunity was a milestone, allowing 
the world’s largest developer of offshore wind to show an audience of stakeholders the 
first tangible achievements of the work out of State Pier...As the ferry returned to New 
London harbor, new turbine towers for Revolution Wind could be seen arrayed on 
State Pier...and are part of the second Ørsted project to be assembled at State Pier 
and installed offshore in 2024 and 2025...'As a labor movement, we are looking at it as 
the new industrial revolution, where there are going to be good union jobs...We need 
to look at it as an investment in the future...'  

 

 

Upcoming Events  
Greening School Buses and Municipal Facilities: New Financing 
Opportunities Unlocked by Federal Funds 
Thursday, May 23, 10AM-2PM (lunch provided), Hotel Marcel, 500 Sargent Dr, New Haven 
In light of the recent announcement of Greenhouse Gas Reduction Funds (GGRF) by the EPA, the 
Connecticut Green Bank is cordially inviting you to attend a workshop designed for elected 
officials, energy/sustainability task force members, school officials, and other municipal 
leaders. Our goal is to engage in meaningful dialogue about how federal funds can facilitate the 
shift towards financing for sustainable, resilient, and greener schools, school buses, other 
municipal facilities, and green environmental infrastructure, while also identifying and addressing 
any barriers to this transition. We are excited for this opportunity, and we hope you can attend this 
engaging, impactful workshop! Learn More & Register 

 
CRCOG 50th Annual Meeting 
Wednesday, June 5, 2-5PM, Bldg 4, 642 Hilliard St, Manchester, CT 
The CRCOG 50th Annual Meeting is open to the public. The keynote speaker for the event is Anthony M. 
Anthony of the CT Department of Economic and Community Development. REGISTER 

  

For a more complete listing of clean energy events, visit the PACE online Calendar. 
You can submit an event to the PACE Calendar and also subscribe to it. 

  

Submit a Clean Energy Event  
 

 
 

 

 

WATT ELSE? 
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Changes Are Afoot for Sustainable CT  
Since inception, Sustainable CT has worked to foster inclusive, resilient, and vibrant Connecticut 
municipalities by: encouraging sustainability actions that build local economies, support equity, and 
respect the finite capacity of the environment; offering technical assistance to help advance 
sustainability initiatives; and recognizing and certifying municipalities for their achievements. Lynn 
Stoddard, founder and director, and her team have created a vigorous program. Now, the organization 
is beginning a new chapter as Lynn is retiring in June. We look forward to the next stage of this 
program. In the meantime, listen to the latest episode of their podcast, Impact, with guest Bryan 
Garcia of the CT Green Bank.  
 
We Want Your Feedback 
The 2024 CT legislative is now closed. Most of the clean energy bills failed to pass. As a community, how 
should we respond? Your opinion matters.  
 
Please click the button below to complete this brief survey.  

 

Response to 2024 Session Survey  
 

  
 

 

 

 

EV Club of CT  
Check out the EV Club of CT for EV news, events, videos, blog posts, and more.  

A place for both the EV curious and EV enthusiast. 

 

 

 

 

 

Plus, listen to recent webinars that PACE and CTEN held on topics like energy 
efficiency, renewable energy, and energy sector regulations. We make learning 
easy! 

 

Search Back Issues  
 

 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fekln9ccbb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001nG3Ys9BTbRBMYTn6Qkz3btQSmuZZSnQ2j8ZU_B6ZGXQiLjHRXayRSbBOJCIjRqNLIzW8qEmOUzlZkPVHBzUuC3pewR93DJF-LIK3NJR9XVuMJjf3R9K4RhHewE3pzfO_Ahtx0bAuoDRIXEWsNITUbRsSLbDlmJ-ro4xBuH9ksP4%3D%26c%3Di9DbEOYMYVB35Ps8QOQS9FWDrVsWYGovO5TKvVeToJho_XU3OGOlSg%3D%3D%26ch%3D46IcjjxuQHejnzjfS8YxqMHnTAAjzYhyQRXo_TbZSmr9VcKDhdyo6w%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Ccsirois%40easthamptonct.gov%7C533a6990d6354c356fe508dc78c172e0%7C2bd83674902d4620813051f2f9bba9ff%7C0%7C0%7C638518019483740604%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lJNsoImHUUTbZ0V4G%2FOK2j4BQIbUQf2eVNInXC9jruA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fekln9ccbb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001nG3Ys9BTbRBMYTn6Qkz3btQSmuZZSnQ2j8ZU_B6ZGXQiLjHRXayRSbBOJCIjRqNLPj40oG7SMY42x6z9EeFDTBx_CRWCXu7H4FKABc1bZEerX7c8JvWlZt3o_iBuoMdmv5cPW3eTfes-AeGKcMhuXsyGjh88_SO-40Aj75rnp_VEC-x5l40lOg%3D%3D%26c%3Di9DbEOYMYVB35Ps8QOQS9FWDrVsWYGovO5TKvVeToJho_XU3OGOlSg%3D%3D%26ch%3D46IcjjxuQHejnzjfS8YxqMHnTAAjzYhyQRXo_TbZSmr9VcKDhdyo6w%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Ccsirois%40easthamptonct.gov%7C533a6990d6354c356fe508dc78c172e0%7C2bd83674902d4620813051f2f9bba9ff%7C0%7C0%7C638518019483746205%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jdR%2B7VQv%2B8lgf6A0upD1WWwUjRSULClhv%2BZTQBNOWAw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fekln9ccbb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001nG3Ys9BTbRBMYTn6Qkz3btQSmuZZSnQ2j8ZU_B6ZGXQiLjHRXayRSbBOJCIjRqNLUqvUJ72SKEeJbVv9psQ63yEc31Eil6Bi58yZUjdHMVUjowa8WZ2Z2oBFjpPhI768OGAo-u2axxUyLUe7UuHPTBE3ZWp8a2EmRea1YR-MFYY%3D%26c%3Di9DbEOYMYVB35Ps8QOQS9FWDrVsWYGovO5TKvVeToJho_XU3OGOlSg%3D%3D%26ch%3D46IcjjxuQHejnzjfS8YxqMHnTAAjzYhyQRXo_TbZSmr9VcKDhdyo6w%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Ccsirois%40easthamptonct.gov%7C533a6990d6354c356fe508dc78c172e0%7C2bd83674902d4620813051f2f9bba9ff%7C0%7C0%7C638518019483753100%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tZ0OFifOTulA7yMHh1ovwIekXz%2BBVtn7RPn%2Fr8JaYUU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fekln9ccbb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001nG3Ys9BTbRBMYTn6Qkz3btQSmuZZSnQ2j8ZU_B6ZGXQiLjHRXayRSe4YCZKVw7Lx4xoc-YPMr3Bfe23hsVPIbxpz-AkC9kzSC8X0kcb5RryjbHLcut8WobYvAUuH3K2ZfDpd1_TLPbtGMnvRvzP83Q%3D%3D%26c%3Di9DbEOYMYVB35Ps8QOQS9FWDrVsWYGovO5TKvVeToJho_XU3OGOlSg%3D%3D%26ch%3D46IcjjxuQHejnzjfS8YxqMHnTAAjzYhyQRXo_TbZSmr9VcKDhdyo6w%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Ccsirois%40easthamptonct.gov%7C533a6990d6354c356fe508dc78c172e0%7C2bd83674902d4620813051f2f9bba9ff%7C0%7C0%7C638518019483759791%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZUm1NkGzzimPjNH9MIC8M8269uup7MIH776I8sDCnFc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fekln9ccbb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001nG3Ys9BTbRBMYTn6Qkz3btQSmuZZSnQ2j8ZU_B6ZGXQiLjHRXayRSe4YCZKVw7Lx4xoc-YPMr3Bfe23hsVPIbxpz-AkC9kzSC8X0kcb5RryjbHLcut8WobYvAUuH3K2ZfDpd1_TLPbtGMnvRvzP83Q%3D%3D%26c%3Di9DbEOYMYVB35Ps8QOQS9FWDrVsWYGovO5TKvVeToJho_XU3OGOlSg%3D%3D%26ch%3D46IcjjxuQHejnzjfS8YxqMHnTAAjzYhyQRXo_TbZSmr9VcKDhdyo6w%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Ccsirois%40easthamptonct.gov%7C533a6990d6354c356fe508dc78c172e0%7C2bd83674902d4620813051f2f9bba9ff%7C0%7C0%7C638518019483765745%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SBbn6TeBKZ9fHsxEKd3mVBmJcj65QQzZRcPP380PbEE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fekln9ccbb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001nG3Ys9BTbRBMYTn6Qkz3btQSmuZZSnQ2j8ZU_B6ZGXQiLjHRXayRSRyqE3qOeaPtnV9yIYMq_JX3X4GUvf9SCGpcW5aeSlpqqSSWoncWKVxJx0p4PldVfGhGq4__zHaJjkLYH4B4C4wJjr5I2TZbJCOaANEBboR3%26c%3Di9DbEOYMYVB35Ps8QOQS9FWDrVsWYGovO5TKvVeToJho_XU3OGOlSg%3D%3D%26ch%3D46IcjjxuQHejnzjfS8YxqMHnTAAjzYhyQRXo_TbZSmr9VcKDhdyo6w%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Ccsirois%40easthamptonct.gov%7C533a6990d6354c356fe508dc78c172e0%7C2bd83674902d4620813051f2f9bba9ff%7C0%7C0%7C638518019483777151%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0B2IQleMIB2Qo0ZMCm8CzO2Mmp8OOnccPQZrKfHgxUk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fekln9ccbb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001nG3Ys9BTbRBMYTn6Qkz3btQSmuZZSnQ2j8ZU_B6ZGXQiLjHRXayRSYseAf6X_j9YHs2rl7LArs9NGsLmrD7X3rgQuR4bpfiDtIok4uh4cCtuEHIne7AlRsVlEa2VLlFXErGz2web2aqWVb96AnzEdZsNFHNgj4RkCr6S_3oG18L-kEEdQldwUuYxsfLx0gV__U2BU4XyiE1t1LYSzWhp5pfkFMGGuJLwNBAaiUeVz4sKrE8Ml17owM0itBEcJWfm%26c%3Di9DbEOYMYVB35Ps8QOQS9FWDrVsWYGovO5TKvVeToJho_XU3OGOlSg%3D%3D%26ch%3D46IcjjxuQHejnzjfS8YxqMHnTAAjzYhyQRXo_TbZSmr9VcKDhdyo6w%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Ccsirois%40easthamptonct.gov%7C533a6990d6354c356fe508dc78c172e0%7C2bd83674902d4620813051f2f9bba9ff%7C0%7C0%7C638518019483782870%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QfchMEeURkowE0of0tQ6DgVHQMTj2URrM58ivvEAgyQ%3D&reserved=0
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	Upcoming Events 
	WATT ELSE?
	Changes Are Afoot for Sustainable CT 
	Since inception, Sustainable CT has worked to foster inclusive, resilient, and vibrant Connecticut municipalities by: encouraging sustainability actions that build local economies, support equity, and respect the finite capacity of the environment; offering technical assistance to help advance sustainability initiatives; and recognizing and certifying municipalities for their achievements. Lynn Stoddard, founder and director, and her team have created a vigorous program. Now, the organization is beginning a new chapter as Lynn is retiring in June. We look forward to the next stage of this program. In the meantime, listen to the latest episode of their podcast, Impact, with guest Bryan Garcia of the CT Green Bank. 
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